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XXXVI.—Notices of Recent Ornithological Publications. 
[Continued from p. 257.] 
65. Barboza du Bocage on new West-African Birds. 


[Oiseaux nouveaux de l'Ile St. Thomé, par J. V. Barboza du Bocage. 
Jorn. d. Sci. Math. Phys. e Nat. Lisboa, no. xliv. 1887.] 

M. J. V. Barboza du Bocage describes two new Passerine 
birds from the island of St. Thomas, West Africa, as Cinnyris 
newtoni and Prinia molleri, and gives remarks on Treron crassi- 
rostris, which, contrary to the opinion of Captain Shelley, 
he considers distinct from T. calva. 


66. Blakiston on the Water-Birds of Japan. 

[ Water-Birds of Japan. By T. W. Blakiston. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 
1886, p. 652.) 

Capt. Blakiston has revised his list of the “ Water-Birds ” 
(i.e. Natatores) of Japan, which he now makes, including 
some doubtful species, to be 94 m number. Of these one 
third are “ freshwater species.” The list is arranged in four 
columns, to show the geographical range of the species. 
Some general remarks are prefaced. 


67. Dubois on two new Birds. 


[Description de deux nouvelles espèces d’oiseaux: par Alph. Dubois. 
Bull. Mus. Roy. Belg. v. p. 1, 1887.] 


The species described are Ageleus sclateri, from Ecuador, 
and Cuculus storms, from Lake Tanganyika, East Africa. 


68. Gould’s ‘ Supplement to the Trochilide’ 


[Supplement to the Trochilide, or Humming-Birds. By [the late] 
John Gould, F.R.S. &c. Part V. Folio. London: 1887.] 

Another of the great series of works planned, and for the 
most part carried out, by John Gould is now finished by 
the issue of the fifth and final part of the ‘Supplement to 
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the Trochilide,’ which has been prepared by Mr. R. B. 
Sharpe. The species figured in this part are :— 


Petasophora germana. Thalurania jelskii. 
Lampraster branickii. Lophornis pavoninus. 
Heliodoxa xanthogonys. Metallura primolina. 
Helianthea osculans. - Adelomyia cervina. 
Bourcieria insectivora. Callipharus nigriventris. 
traviesi. - Amazilia cupreicauda. 


Besides these is also given the text relating to 29 other 
species, together with the titlepage, preface, and contents. 
The plates for this work, Mr. Sharpe tells us, were nearly all 
drawn during the lifetime of Mr. Gould; to these some 
others have been added from specimens lent for the purpose 
by Mr. Salvin. 

The total number of Humming-birds treated of in the 
Supplement is 122, of which 60 are figured. In the original 
work 360 species were illustrated. This would make the 
total number of species about 482. 


69. Hartert on the Birds of the Niger District. 


[Ornithologische Ergebnisse einer Reise in den Niger-Beuué-Gebieten. 
Von Ernst Hartert. Journ. f. Orn. 1886, p. 570.] 


Herr Ernst Hartert accompanied Herr Hegel on an expe- 
dition to the Niger and Binué in 1885, and along with Herr 
Staudinger undertook thence a journey into the far interior 
to Kano, Sokoto, and Gansa, in order to convey letters and 
presents from the German Emperor to the native potentates. 
An interesting account of the journey is first given, with 
general remarks on the fauna and flora. This is followed 
by a systematic list of the 187 species of birds of 
which examples were obtained during the expedition. Ex- 
cellent field-notes and observations are added. Poliospiza 
flegelt, from Loko, on the Benué, is described as new. 


Descriptions of the eggs of some of the birds are added by 
Dr. Cutter. 
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70. Hoffmann on the Woodcock. 


[Die Waldschnepfe. Ein Monographischer Beitrag zur Jagdzoologie 
von Dr. Julius Hoffmann. Zweite vermehrte Auflage. 8vo. Stuttgart: 
1887. ] 


An enthusiastic essay of 196 pages upon Scolopax rusti- 
cula, and its manners, habits, and ways of life, also upon 
Woodcock-shooting as practised in Germany. 


71. Kolombatovic on the Vertebrates of Dalmatia. 

[Imenik Kraljeisjaka Dalmacije. ii Dio Dvozivei, Gmazovi, i Ribe. 
Terze Aggiunte ai Vertebrati della Dalmazia. Prof. Juro Kolombatović. 
8vo. Spalato: 1886.] 

This pamphlet, if we understand it rightly, contains, besides 
an enumeration of the Reptilia, Amphibia, and Pisces of 
Dalmatia, written in Sclavonic, a third supplementary list 
of additions to the vertebrates of the same district in Italian. 
Among them the occurrence of 7 species of birds is recorded 
and remarks are added. 


72. Lawrence on a new Thrush. 

[Description of anew Species of Thrush from the Island of Grenada, 
West Indies. By George N. Lawrence. Ann. New York Acad. of Sci. 
Vol. Iv. p. Zou] 

Mr. Lawrence describes a new Mock-thrush of the genus 
Margarops as M. albiventris. Two specimens, male and 
female, were obtained by Mr. J. G. Wells in Grenada. The 
species is allicd to M. montanus. 


73. Leverkiihn’s ‘ Ornithological Excursions.’ 

[Ornithologische Exkursionen im Frühling 1886. Von Paul Leverkiihn. 
Monatschr, d. deutsch. Ver. z. Schütze d. Vogelwelt, 1886, pp. 241, 256, 
286, 322.] 

Herr Leverkiihn kindly sends us an extra copy of his account 
of his ornithological journey from Clausthal to Kiel, and to 
the island of Sylt, and of other minor excursions made in the 
spring of 1886. In Holstein many nesting-places of Gulls 
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and Terns were visited, and the Blue-throat (Cyanecula 
leucocyanea) was found breeding, besides other interesting 
species. 


74. Marshall on Changes in the German Avifauna. 

[Deutschlands Vogelwelt im Wechsel der Zeiten. Vortrag, gehalten in 
derJahresversammlung des deutschen Vereins zum Schütze der Vogelwelt 
am 5 Juni 1836 zu Eisleben von Dr. William Marshall. 8vo. Hamburg: 
1887.] 

This is an address of 48 pages on the changes wrought by 
time in the avifauna of Germany, which was delivered last 
year at the Anniversary Meeting of the German Union for 
the Protection of Birds, held at Eisleben. Its leading idea 
appears to be to show that, so far from the Ornis remaining 
always the same, there is in this, as in other terrestrial 
matters, a slow but constant change going on. 


75. Meyer and Helm on the Saxon Ornithological Stations. 

[Erste Jahresberichte (1835) der ornithologischen Beobachtungstationen 
im koénigreich Sachsen bearbeitet von Dr. A. B. Meyer und von Dr. F. 
Helm. 8vo. Dresden: 1886. ] 

The Report on the work of the Ornithological Stations of 
the Kingdom of Saxony for 1885 consists of a pamphlet of 
82 pages, with an accompanying map. The stations at which 
observations were made were 35 in number, and the observers 
43. After a list of the stations and a short account of their 
positions and other peculiarities, follows a general essay upon 
the physical features of the whole Kingdom of Saxony and 
its four divisions of Bautzen, Dresden, Leipsic, and Zwickau. 
The special part which succeeds contains notes upon 180 
species systematically arranged according to Homeyer’s List 
(Ornis, i. p. 168) of German Birds. 


76. Ridgway on a new Oystercatcher. 


[Description of a recently new Oystercatcher (Hematopus galapa- 
gensis) from the Galapagos Islands. By Robert Ridgway. Proc. U.S. 
Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 825.] 


Mr. Ridgway’s Hematopus galapagensis is closely related 
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to H. palliatus, but has the back sooty black and the white 
on the wing more restricted. 


77. Ridgway on a new Subspecies of Cyclorhis. 


[Description of a new Subspecies of Cyclorhis from Yucatan. By Robert 
Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 519.] 

The new subspecies is called Cyclorhis flaviventris yucata- 
nensis, from Yucatan, and resembles its species, but is much 
paler yellow below, and has other slight differences. 


78. Ridgway on a new Myiarchus. 


[Description of a new Species of Myiarchus, presumably from the Orinoco 
district of South America. By R. Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, 
poco. | 

This supposed new species is of the group of M. nigriceps. 
It is named M. coalei. 


79. Ridgway on a supposed Hybrid Woodpecker. 


[On a probable Ilybrid between Dryobates nuttallii and D. pubescens 
gaidnerit. By Robert Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 421.] 

Mr. Ridgway describes a specimen in the U.S. National 
Museum from California, which appears to be a hybrid be- 
tween the two above-named species. 


80. Ridgway on a new Picolaptes. 


[Description of an apparently new Species of Picolaptes from the Lower 
Amazons. By Robert Ridgway. Proc, U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 523. ] 

The type of this supposed new species was obtained at 
Diamantina, near Santarem, Lower Amazons, by Mr. C. B. 
Riker. It is named Picolaptes rikeri, after the collector, 
and is of “ striking appearance,” quite different in coloration 
from any other Dendrocolaptine bird with which the de- 
scriber is acquainted. 


81. Ridgway on Colours. 


[A Nomenclature of Colours for Naturalists, and Compendium of Useful 
Knowledge for Ornithologists. By Robert Ridgway. 8vo. Boston: 
1886. ] 
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The aim of the author of this useful work has been, in the 
first place, to supply naturalists with a modern standard for 
the nomenclature of colours, on the principle of Syme’s 
edition of Werner’s well-known treatise. His judicious 
remarks on the principles of colour, and on the really essential 
pigments for producing an infinity of variations, are illus- 
trated by ten hand-colonred plates, followed by a vocabulary 
in seven languages. Obstacles will doubtless present them- 
selves and hinder a complete or immediate conformity with 
the standard, but the principle is undoubtedly a good one. 
As regards the second part, with its glossary of technical 
terms used in descriptive ornithology and its six outline 
plates showing the proper names for the various parts of a 
bird’s body, the various shapes of feathers and and their 
names, and a similar scheme for eggs, nothing so good has 
hitherto been brought before us, and every ornithologist 
should use it. There is also a table for the conversion of the 
various metrical systems, and altogether the book is a mine 
of information. 


82. Salvadori’s € List of Italian Birds? 

[Elenco degli Uccelli Italiani, compilato da Tommaso Salvadori, 
Genova: 1887. 8vo. 332 pp.] 

Count Salvadori’s list of Italian birds is prepared very 
much after the fashion of our own list, which, as he tells 
us, gave him the idea of compiling the present publica- 
tion. After the name of each species in Latin and Italian, 
the principal synonyms referring to the Italian avifauna are 
given, the meaning of the scientific name is explained, and a 
few short sentences are added coucerning the time and place 
of the bird’s occurrence within the boundaries of Italy. But 
Count Salvadori does not extend these boundaries quite so 
far as Prof. Giglioli, who, in his ‘ Avifauna Italica,’ included 
Dalmatia, nor does he adopt some of that ‘anthor’s rather 
doubtful species. Eleven of these are rejected from the list 
of veritable Italian birds, and are included in the present 
volume along with others, but in brackets, to show that they 
have been at one time accredited to the Italian list. 
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The avifauna of Italy is thus held by Salvadori to contain 
428 species. But 74 others which have been falsely or on 
insufficient evidence at one time included are also mentioned 
in the present volume. Although many of the derivations of 
names given by Salvadori coincide with those prepared by 
Mr. H. T. Wharton for our British list, many are quite new 
and contain valuable additions to etymology (see Strix flam- 
mea, Cypselus melba, Acredula, and other names). 

The nomenclature used for several species by Count Salva- 
dori is different from that adopted in the British list, mainly 
owing to the fact that the genera adopted are more numerous. 
This is not, we venture to think, in most cases any improve- 
ment. Some generic names appear to have been traced for 
the first time to their original place of publication. Amongst 
these is Ofocorys, whieh appears to have been first propounded 
in 1839 in the Nuov. Ann. d. Sc. Nat. (Bologna) ii. p. 407. 
Finally we may remark that a new speeifie term, Savicola occi- 
dentalis, is proposed (p. 116) for the western form of S. sta- 
pazina, and a new generic name, Jonocicca, p. 236, is assigned 
to Porphyrio alleni, under the plea that Hydrornia of Hart- 
laub is too near Hydrornis. But Picus and Pica are both 
employed without inconvenience ! 


83. Stejneger on Pardalotus. 


[Notes on Species of the Australian Genus Pardalotus. By Leonhard 
Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 294. ] 

Dr. Stejneger criticizes Mr. Sharpe’s arrangement of this 
genus in the ‘Catalogue of Birds,’ vol. x., and propounds 
a new “ Key to the Species.” 


84. Stejneger on anew Rail. 


[Description of Rallus jouyi, with Remarks on Rallus striatus and 
Rallus gularis. By Leonhard Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, 
p. 362. ] 

Dr. Stejneger describes under the name Rallus jonyi a 
Chinese Rail allied to R. striatus of the Philippines and R. 
gularis of Java. Two specimens of this supposed new species 
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were obtained by P. L. Jouy at Shanghai. We conclude 
therefore that this is the species usually called R. striatus by 
writers on Chinese ornithology. 


85. Stejneger on a second European Ring-ouzel. 

[On Turdus alpestris and Turdus torquatus, two distinct Species of 
European Thrushes. By Leonhard Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, 
p. 365. | 

Dr. Stcjneger lately discovered a new British Tit (see Ibis, 
1887, p. 118). He now invites our attention to what will 
perhaps be a still greater surprise to the benighted ornitho- 
logists of Europe—the existence in our midst of a second 
species of Ring-ouzel, the Turdus alpestris of Brehm. ‘This 
form of Central Europe Dr. Stejnejer maintains to be per- 
fectly distinct from T. torquatus. It is figured in Dresser’s 
‘ Birds of Europe’ t. 15, fig. lev.) as a variety of the young 
female in first winter plumage. 


86. Stejneger’s < Review of Japanese Birds.’ 

[Review of Japanese Birds. By Leonhard Stejneger.—II. Tits and 
Nuthatehes. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 374. IIL. Rails, Gallinules, 
and Coots. Ibid. p. 305.) 

Dr. Stejneger now attacks the Tits and Nuthatches of 
Japan, in continuation of his review of the Japanese ornis, 
treating these groups as different subfamilies of a common 
family, Paridee. Of Parus he allows 6 Japanese species, of 
Aigithalus 2, and of Remiza (a new generic name for Parus 
pendulinus) 1; total 9 Japanese Parine. Of Sitta, besides 
Sitta amurensis, Dr. Stejneger makes two other Japanese 
subspecies, S. amurensis clara (subsp. pov.) from Yesso, and 
S. amurensis albifrons from the Kuriles. The Rails, Coots, 
and Gallinules of Japan, according to Dr. Stejneger, number 
7 species, concerning which full details are given. 


87. Stejneger on Synthliborhamphus wumizusume. 


[On the Status of Synthliboramphus wumizusume as a North-American 
Bird. By L. Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 524. ] 
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Dr. Stejneger shows that there is no good evidence for 
placing this Auk in the American list. The supposed 
American specimens prove on examination to be S. antiquus. 


88. Stejneger on Birds from the Liu Kiu Islands. 


[On a Collection of Birds made by Mr. M. Namiye in the Liu Kin 
Islands, Japan, with Descriptions of new Species. By Leonhard Stejneger. 
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 654. ] 

Dr. Stejneger’s paper is based on some specimens of birds 
from the Loo Choo, or, as he prefers to call them, the Liu Kiu 
Islands, contained in a collection reeeived by the U.S. National 
Museum from the Educational Musenm of Tokio, Japan, and 
on another collection from the same group sent to Dr. Stej- 
neger for examination by Mr. M. Namiye of the same estab- 
lishment. The specimens are referred to 1+4 species, whereof 
5 are new—namely Treron permagna, Hypsipetes pryeri, Teo- 
turus namiyei, Chelidon namiyei, and Pericrocotus tegime. 
Icoturus, according to Dr. Stejneger, is a new genus of 
Timeliidee which should include also Sylvia komadori of the 
‘Fauna Japonica.” Dr. Stejneger also gives the new name 
Pericrocotus japonicus to P. cinereus, ex Japonia, auctt. 


89. Wells and Lawrence on the Birds of Grenada, WI. 


[A Catalogue of the Birds of Grenada, West Indies, with Observations 
thereon. By John Grant Wells, of Grenada (Edited by George N. 
Lawrence.) Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1886, p. 609.] 

Mr. Wells has on different occasions transmitted to Mr. 
Lawrence, through the Smithsonian Institution, specimens 
of the birds of Grenada for identification, in order to prepare 
a catalogue of the species found in that island. In the 
present paper he enumerates 92 species thus determined, and 
appends full and interesting notes on their habits. My. Wells 
has thus added 38 species to the avifauna of the island, as 
previously ascertained by Mr. Ober. It now seems certain 
that the only Certhiola found in Grenada is the black C. 
atrata, C. saccharina being only met with in the small islands 
on the north coast (Isle de Rhonde and Carriacon). 


